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Authors are requested to carefully review and comply with all guidelines provided in this document
before submitting their manuscripts to BioAl Conclave 2026. Adherence to the prescribed requirements
will help ensure consistency in manuscript preparation, facilitate an efficient review and editorial
process, and support the effective organization of accepted contributions. The Organising/Editorial
Committee reserves the right to seek clarification, request corrections, or return manuscripts that do not
comply with the applicable submission requirements.
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1. Scope of the Submission

NIELIT BioAlI Conclave 2026 invites original full-length research papers and review papers
presenting significant findings, methodologies, applications, systems, technologies, datasets,
analytical approaches, or case studies in the areas of Artificial Intelligence, Biotechnology,
Bioinformatics, Computational Biology, Healthcare, Life Sciences, and related
interdisciplinary domains covered under the designated tracks.

Submissions should present substantive research contributions, well-developed research
outcomes, or comprehensive scholarly reviews that are relevant to the themes and scope of the
Conclave.

Selected full papers may be considered for inclusion in the conference proceedings or other
publication avenues associated with the Conclave, subject to peer review, editorial evaluation,
and the applicable publication requirements and arrangements.

2. Selection of the Track and Scopes:

The submission should be aligned with the Tracks and its Scopes:

Track Title Scope

Foundation models, multimodal
Foundation Models, Generative  learning, generative models, agents,

Track 1 Systems & Scientific Intelligence scientific copilots, biological language
models, reasoning systems.
Genomics, transcriptomics, proteomics,
Genomics, Multi-Omics & spatial omics, single- cell biology,
Track 2 . . . . ..
Precision Health biomarkers, clinical genomics, precision
medicine.
Computational Biology, HPC/GPU, cloud, scientific workflows,
Track 3 Bioinformatics & Research NGS pipelines, reproducibility, research
Infrastructure data platforms, automation, containers.
Protein structure/function, protein
Track 4 Molecular Discovery, Protein design, molecular generation, virtual
Science & Structural Biology screening, drug discovery, computational
chemistry, drug repurposing.
Digital health; healthcare Al; agricultural
Digital Life Sciences, Health, bioinformatics; Al in agriculture;
Track 5 . . . . . . : . 1 .
Agriculture & Biodiversity environmental informatics; biodiversity
applications.

All full-paper submissions, including original research papers and review papers, to NIELIT
Bio-Al Conclave 2026 must be aligned with one of the five designated scientific tracks of the
Conclave.

Guidelines for Full-Paper Submission to NIELIT Bio-Al Conclave 2026 3



At the time of submission, authors must identify the primary track under which their paper is
being submitted. The selected track should correspond to the principal research question,
methodology, application area or scientific contribution of the manuscript. Authors should not
select a track merely on the basis of the application area or keywords. The overall research
contribution of the paper should demonstrate a meaningful connection with the selected Bio-
Al theme.

Where a research or review paper has significant interdisciplinary coverage spanning more
than one track, authors should select the track that most closely represents the paper’s central
focus, scope, and contribution. Where appropriate, secondary areas of relevance may be
indicated through the keywords, abstract, or cover note.

The Scientific/Review Committee may, where necessary, reassign a submission to another
track to facilitate appropriate peer review and thematic placement.

The selected track will be considered for:

e Assignment of reviewers;

o Editorial and technical assessment;

o Thematic organization of accepted submissions;

e Allocation of posters and research showcases; and
e Conclave programme planning.

Authors are therefore advised to carefully review all five scientific tracks before submission
and ensure that their research or review manuscript is substantively aligned with the selected
theme.

3. Originality and Authorship

1) The manuscript must constitute an original scholarly contribution and should not have
been published previously in substantially the same form.

i1) The manuscript must not be simultaneously submitted for publication or consideration
at another conference, journal, or publication venue.

i11) All individuals who have made substantial contributions to the work and the preparation
of the manuscript should be appropriately included as authors, in accordance with
accepted authorship practices.

iv) All listed authors must have reviewed and approved the final version of the manuscript
before submission.

v) The submitting author must have the consent and authorization of all co-authors to
submit the manuscript on their behalf.

vi) Authors must appropriately acknowledge all sources, datasets, software, tools,
institutions, funding support, and other contributions that have been used or have
contributed to the work.

vii)Any actual or potential conflict of interest that may influence the work or its
presentation must be disclosed at the time of submission.
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4. Mandatory Conclave Registration Requirement

At least one author of every accepted full paper must register for BioAlI Conclave 2026
as an Author/Research Paper Participant.

Where a research work has been conducted by multiple researchers, the paper may include all
appropriate contributors as co-authors; however, at least one of the listed authors must complete
the prescribed author registration for the Conclave.

The registered author will be considered the designated presenting/participating author, unless
otherwise communicated to and approved by the Conclave organizers. A paper will not be
considered eligible for inclusion in the final conference proceedings/publication package
unless the prescribed author-registration requirement is fulfilled.

For submission, authors must provide only two files containing identical content: one editable
file in DOC or DOCX format and one file in PDF format. The same requirement applies to
the supplementary document, for which authors must submit only one DOC/DOCX file and
one PDF file, with identical content in both formats. No additional versions or duplicate files
of the manuscript or supplementary document should be submitted.

5. Manuscript File Format

The full manuscript should preferably be submitted as an editable Microsoft Word (.doc/.docx)
file. LaTeX may also be accepted where technically appropriate.

Springer Nature’s BMC Proceedings guidance specifies editable manuscript formats including
DOC, DOCX and TeX/LaTeX. Authors should retain the editable source file even if a PDF is
submitted for review.

6. General Manuscript Formatting
The following formatting requirements are recommended for the Conclave:

e Manuscript language: English

o Use clear, concise and grammatically correct scientific English.
o Use double-line spacing.

e Include page numbers.

e Section headings: Only the first two levels of section headings should be numbered.
Use Arabic decimal numbering, such as 1, 1.1, 2, 2.1, etc. Headings should be aligned
flush left and use consistent capitalization.

o Heading levels: First-level headings should use a single-digit number (e.g., 1
Introduction), and second-level headings should use decimal numbering (e.g., 2.1 Study
Area). Third-level headings and lower levels should remain unnumbered and may be
formatted as bold run-in headings, with the text continuing on the same line.

e Do not insert unnecessary manual page breaks.

e Use SI units wherever applicable.
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o Ensure that mathematical symbols, special characters and scientific notation are
embedded correctly.

e Maintain consistent fonts, headings, numbering and formatting throughout the

manuscript.

o Use an appropriate scientific reference-management system (e.g., Mendeley, Zotero,
EndNote, etc.) where possible.

7. Recommended Structure of the Full Paper

Full research papers and review papers should generally follow a clear and logical structure
appropriate to the nature of the manuscript. The following structure is recommended:

(1)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
(v
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(x1)
(xii)
(xiii)
(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)
(xvii)

Title

Authors and Affiliations

Abstract

Keywords

Introduction

Research Problem / Research Question / Review Scope, as applicable
Objectives, where applicable

Related Work / Literature Review

Materials and Methods / Methodology / Review Methodology, as applicable
Results / Findings, as applicable

Discussion

Conclusion

Limitations and/or Future Work, where applicable

Data Availability Statement, where applicable

Declaration of Generative Al and Al-Assisted Technologies in the Manuscript
Preparation Process

Declaration of Conflict of Interest
Acknowledgements, where applicable

(xviil) References

Note: The above structure is recommended rather than mandatory. Authors should adapt the
section headings and organization to the nature and scope of their submission. Review papers
may use appropriate sections such as Review Methodology, Thematic Analysis, Critical
Synthesis, Research Gaps, and Future Directions, as applicable.

8. Title and Author Information

e The first page should clearly provide:

e Full title of the paper

e Full name of each author

e Institutional affiliation of each author

e Department/Division, where applicable
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e C(City and country
¢ Email address of the corresponding author
e ORCID, where available

The order and spelling of all authors’ names must be checked carefully before submission. One
of the listed authors must be designated as the corresponding author and clearly identified in
the manuscript by an asterisk (*) placed after the author’s name, along with the designation
“Corresponding Author” and the corresponding author’s email address. He/She shall be
responsible for active communication with the BioAl Conclave 2026 Organizing/Editorial
Committee regarding the manuscript, including any revisions, modifications, clarifications, or
other editorial requirements arising during the review and publication process. The
corresponding author should remain available for timely communication until the manuscript
has completed the review and finalization process.

The first page should clearly provide:
o Full title of the paper

o Full name of each author

o Institutional affiliation of each author

e Department/Division, where applicable

o City and country

o Email address of the corresponding author
« ORCID

The order and spelling of authors’ names must be checked carefully before submission.
9. Abstract and Keywords

The abstract should provide a concise summary of the background or context, research problem
or objective, methodology, major results or findings, and principal conclusion or significance
of the work. Authors should avoid citations, unexplained abbreviations, and unnecessary
technical details in the abstract. A suitable set of keywords should be provided immediately
after the abstract.

10. Introduction

The introduction should establish the research context and clearly identify the problem being
addressed. It should preferably:

e Introduce the relevant scientific/technical background.

o Identify the research gap or problem.

o Briefly discuss relevant previous work.

o State the research question or hypothesis, where applicable.

o Clearly state the objectives and/or contribution of the work.
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11. Methodology

The methodology should contain sufficient information for readers and reviewers to understand
how the research was conducted. Depending on the research, this may include:

e Study design

o Experimental design

o Data sources

o Dataset characteristics
e Sampling procedure

e Algorithms/models

e Software and computational environment
e Hardware/platform

o Experimental protocols
o Statistical methods

o Evaluation metrics

e Validation procedures

For AI/ML-related work, authors are encouraged to provide sufficient information regarding
datasets, preprocessing, model architecture, training procedure, validation/testing strategy,
performance metrics and relevant implementation details.

12. Results and Discussion

Results should be presented clearly and logically. Figures and tables should be numbered
sequentially, and each should be referred to in the manuscript. Authors should avoid presenting
the same information unnecessarily in both the text and tables or figures, clearly distinguish
observed results from their interpretation, and provide appropriate statistical or quantitative
evidence where applicable. The discussion should explain the significance of the findings,
compare them with relevant previous research where appropriate, and address the implications
and limitations of the study.

13. Figures and Illustrations

Figures should be numbered according to the order in which they are first mentioned in the
manuscript (e.g., Figure 1, Figure 2, Figure 3). Each figure should have:

e A concise title/caption.

e An appropriate legend where required.

e Clearly labelled axes, units and symbols.
e Readable text and annotations.

o Sufficient resolution for publication.

The Springer/BMC guidance specifies that figure titles should not exceed 15 words and figure
legends should not exceed 300 words. It also recommends approximately 300 dpi at final size
and requires figures to remain legible at publication dimensions.
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Authors are responsible for obtaining permission for copyrighted figures or other previously
published material.

14. Tables
Tables should adhere to the following guidelines:

e Tables should be numbered consecutively as Table 1, Table 2, and so on.
e Each table should be cited in the manuscript in numerical sequence.

e A concise and descriptive title should be provided above each table.

e Table titles should not exceed 15 words.

e Explanatory legends or notes may be included below the table where necessary and
should not exceed 300 words.

e Tables should be prepared as editable tables and not inserted as images.

e Colour or shading should not be used as the primary means of conveying information
in tables. Information should remain clear and interpretable in the absence of colour.

15. Data, Software and Supporting Materials
Where conclusions depend upon datasets, authors should provide appropriate information

regarding data availability. Authors are encouraged to make supporting datasets available
through suitable repositories wherever ethically, legally and technically appropriate.

For software/code-based research, authors are encouraged to provide sufficient information
regarding:

o Software/project name

e Repository or project webpage, where applicable

e Version/archived version

e Programming language

e Operating system/platform

o Dependencies or other requirements

e Applicable license

Authors must include a Data Availability Statement, where applicable, specifying how and
where the data, datasets, or other materials supporting the findings can be accessed. Where
applicable, datasets must be deposited in an appropriate repository and provided in a machine-
readable format.

16. Ethics and Responsible Research
Where applicable, manuscripts must provide information regarding:

o Ethics approval

o Consent to participate

e Consent for publication

e Use of human/animal subjects

e Privacy and confidentiality
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o Data protection
e Relevant regulatory approvals

For research involving human participants, patient data, clinical information or other sensitive
datasets, authors must ensure that all required ethical and legal approvals have been obtained.

17. Declarations

Where applicable, authors should include relevant declarations, such as: Authors must include
the following declarations in the manuscript:

e Declaration of Generative Al and Al-Assisted Technologies in the Manuscript
Preparation Process
e Declaration of Conflict of Interest

All declarations must accurately reflect the nature of the work, the sources of support, and the
contributions of the authors. Where a declaration is not applicable, authors should state this
appropriately.

18. References and Citation

References should be relevant, accurate, and consistently formatted throughout the manuscript.
Authors must cite appropriate original sources for research findings, methods, datasets,
software, tools, and other materials used or discussed in the manuscript.

References should be cited in the text using consecutive Arabic numbers in square brackets,
e.g., [1], [2,3], or [4-6], and listed in numerical order according to their first appearance in the
manuscript. References should follow the format illustrated below:

References
[1] Author AA, Author BB. Title of article. Journal Name. 2024;12:123—-130.
[2] Author CC, Author DD. Title of article. Journal Name. 2023;8:45-52.

Published and in-press articles, as well as appropriate publicly available preprints or e-print
materials, may be cited where relevant. Unpublished abstracts, unpublished data, and personal
communications should not normally be included in the reference list. Web-based resources
should be properly cited with sufficient bibliographic information and should not be included
informally as standalone URLs within the manuscript text.

19. Additional/Supplementary Files

Where necessary, authors may provide supporting materials such as supplementary datasets,
extended tables, additional figures, algorithms, code, experimental details, or other relevant
supporting information. Each supplementary file should be clearly named and explicitly cited
at the appropriate location in the main manuscript.

20. Peer Review

Submitted full papers, including research and review papers, will undergo a peer-review
process prescribed by the BioAl Conclave 2026 Organizing/Editorial Committee. The review
process will consider the scientific or scholarly quality, originality, relevance, methodological
rigour, and clarity of the submitted manuscript, as applicable to its type and scope.

Guidelines for Full-Paper Submission to NIELIT Bio-Al Conclave 2026 10



Authors may be required to revise their manuscripts in response to reviewer and/or editorial
comments. Revised manuscripts must be submitted within the specified timeframe and in
accordance with the instructions provided by the Organizing/Editorial Committee.

Acceptance of a paper does not, by itself, guarantee its publication. Publication will remain
subject to fulfilment of all applicable editorial, registration, copyright/licensing, formatting,
and submission requirements.

21. Publication, Copyright and Permissions

Authors are responsible for ensuring that their submitted manuscript does not infringe any
copyright, intellectual property rights, or other third-party rights. Any previously published or
third-party figure, table, photograph, dataset, text, or other copyrighted material included in the
manuscript must be used with appropriate permission, where required, and must be properly
acknowledged and cited.

If the Conclave publication is taken forward through Springer Nature/BMC Proceedings or
another publisher, authors will additionally be required to comply with the applicable
publisher's copyright and licensing requirements.

22. Cover Letter / Author Declaration

The submitting author may be required to provide a Cover Letter and/or Author Declaration
confirming that:

e The manuscript is original and has not been published previously in substantially the
same form.

e The manuscript is not simultaneously submitted to or under consideration by another
conference, journal, or publication venue.

o All listed authors have reviewed and approved the final manuscript.

e All authors have consented to the submission and agree to participate in the review
and publication process, as applicable.

e Any actual or potential conflicts of interest have been disclosed.

e Appropriate permissions have been obtained for the use of third-party copyrighted
material, where required.

e At least one author will complete the required BioAl Conclave 2026 author
registration if the manuscript is accepted.

The submitting author is responsible for ensuring that the declarations provided are complete
and accurate and that all co-authors are informed of and consent to the submission.

23. Paper Identification Number

Each accepted paper will be assigned a unique Paper ID by the BioAi Conclave 2026
organizers. Authors should use the assigned Paper ID in all subsequent communication
concerning the manuscript.

If a poster is subsequently prepared for an accepted paper, the Paper ID must be displayed on
the poster. For consistency with the supplied poster guideline, the Paper ID may follow the
format: BioAi-2026 Paper YYY. Example: BioAi-2026 Paper 012
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